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Why Bother Defending the Shire? 
Here are two contrasting images of the city.  The first is from David Hume, the second Tolkien.  Hume 
argues that civilisation relies on the intimate relationship between commerce and refinement in the arts 
and sciences.  These combine in the city.  Middle-earth has its share of magnificent cities but, 
interestingly, in LOTR they are mostly marked by decay.  Osgiliath is in ruins, Dwarrowdelf a tomb, 
Rivendell is emptying, and the White City sparsely populated. Tolkien does not celebrate cities like 
David Hume.  He is far more sympathetic to Vincent McNabb’s assessment: the “unceasing Nazareth cry 
is: `Come back, not to Ur, Memphis or Jerusalem, but to Nazareth, lest you prepare another Golgotha.’”1  
The commercial city erases peoples’ “differences and inequalities” and literally makes the human anew 
on the model of a routinised machine.2  LOTR expresses Tolkien’s dislike of mechanization.  
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