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Dr. Olsen’s Doom Musings
Doom, is, I think, a really important word in the Lord of the Rings.  And I think that is is very profitable to think very carefully 
about the word doom.  And to pay careful attention whenever the word doom is used.  In fact, it would be a fun exercise to 
go through the Lord of the Rings and highlight every use of the word doom, and think about them.  Look at their context, 
look at how the word is used. Because it is used in very different ways.  This is true in the Silmarillion too.  Doom is also a 
very important word in the Silmarillion.  It’s really just an important Tolkien word….

Tolkien’s use of the word doom I think really points to...the way in which we can see both some kind of sense of an 
external fate which has predestined events and simultaneously the significance of the choices of the individual actors in 
these events. And the word doom in one word captures that paradox.  

Because doom means two different things.  It means on the one hand fate. “A doom has been placed upon somebody”.  
There is some kind of prevailing fate that  is guiding events so that an end has been doomed by some higher figure.  But at 
the same time the word doom also means a judgment. A decision that somebody makes….So a doom is something laid 
upon you by some kind of external force, on the one hand.  It’s also something that you deem. It’s a choice that you make, 
on the other hand.

LOTR Doom Data, FOTR
LOTR 
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Doom as Choice or Judgment
“...the word doom...means a judgment. A decision that somebody makes…”
Forbidden Pool

Doom as Fate
“...some kind of prevailing fate that  is guiding events so that an end has been doomed by some higher figure...”

The Ring Goes South
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Doom as Fate and Choice?
“…both some kind of sense of an external fate which has predestined events and simultaneously the significance of the choices of
the individual actors in these events….”
Battle of the Pelennor Fields

Doom as Fate and Choice?

Treebeard
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Thread of Doom

Fellowship’s doom, by a thread
King of the Golden Hall

Thread of Doom

Sauron’s Doom, by a thread
Mount Doom
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Doom and Time, Day of Doom

Mount Doom

Doom and Time 2, Hour of Doom

Field of Cormallen
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Doom and Time 3, Moment of Doom

Steward and the King

Doomed Questions?


